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glass of Armagnac brandy after each meal. That's
not too much, ts it ? "

"It's a great deal too much. Alcohol is a
poison. If you have a bottle of brandy at home,
fling it out of the window."

Pradel was pondering. He considered that in
suppressing will and responsibility m all human
things Dr, Socrates was doing him a personal
injury

"You may say what you like. Will and
responsibility are not illusions They are tangible
and powerful realities I know how the terms of
my contract bind mes and I impose my will on
others "

And he added with some bitterness

'* I beheve in the will, in moral responsibility, in
the distinction between good and evil. Doubtless
these are, according to you, stupid ideas"

"They are indeed stupid ideas/* replied the
physician, " but they are very suitable to us, since
we are mere amraals. We are for ever forgetting
this. They are stupid,, venerable, wholesome ideas.
Men have felt that, without these ideas, they
would all go mad* They had only the choice
between stupidity and madness. Very reasonably
they chose stupidity. Such is the foundation of
moral ideas.'*

"What a paradox !" exclaimed Rormlly.